
Political Corner 
Looks like the race for President (and Advisory Council) 
for the Class of 2024 is starting to steamroll! Nominations 
thus far (in alphabetical order) are as follows: 
Joe Fontana - 

Daniel Morris- 

Holly McFarland - 

Anne Osborne - 

Will Pyle - 

Leighann Lawson 

Hancock-Whitney Bank, 
(Tampa, FL) 
First Southern Bank, 
(Waycross, GA) 
Benchmark Community 
Bank, (Kenbridge, VA) 
TN St. Banking Dept,  
(Nashville, TN) 
Hancock-Whitney Bank,  
(Plano, TX) 
AgSouth Farm Credit,  
(Statesboro, GA) 

I cannot stress enough the importance of the Student 
Advisory Council (a/k/a Class Officers) and given that the 
Council is comprised of five members, a good race should 
include nine or 10 (or more) candidates.  
Also remember… nominations close at 1:00 tomorrow 
afternoon and polls open at 9:00 tomorrow night. The 
final nominees will be announced at the crawfish boil.  

Class Party Tonight! 
Now that everyone pretty much knows the lay of the LSU 
land, the JR & SR classes will host a “Welcome Back” 
party, and everyone is invited! It will be held tonight 
beginning at 6:00 at The Varsity (3353 Highland Road – 
just off campus). Entertainment will be provided by 
“Pants Party” (it’s a band) starting at 8:00 and there will 
be an open bar for a little while when the party starts. 
Now… The Varsity is definitely “walking distance” from 
the ECA and dorms but not necessarily “crawling 
distance,” so watch out for that open bar! Please make 
sure to wear your nametag as that is your ticket in. 

Crawfish Venue Change 
PLEASE NOTE:  The venue for the Crawfish Boil 
(tomorrow night) as originally advertised (Parker 
Coliseum) has changed to its traditional home at the Mini-
Barn, just beyond Parker Coliseum. For those who might 
be somewhat “directionally challenged” like me, I’ve 
attached a very straightforward map of the updated 
location. You’re welcome!  See you then! 

New Wisdom - Woo 
Late last year, Mike Highfield and I were having a 
conversation about all things curriculum, and he asked, 
“What do you think about making M&A a required 
course?” I told him that was the best idea I’d heard in a 
while! In this day-and-age, the odds are very high that 
most of you will be involved in M&A in some form at 
your shops. So, starting with this session, we’ve changed 
M&A from a JR or SR elective to a core class for our SRs. 

At the same time, we were on the 
hunt for a really great instructor for 
this course due to the retirement of 
our previous instructor. Enter: Paul 
Woo. 

Paul Woo is the Director of Capital 
Planning & Corporate Development 
for Cadence Bank, a leading 
regional banking franchise with 
nearly $50 billion in assets and 
more than 400 branch locations across the South, 
Midwest, and Texas. Since joining Cadence in 2017, Paul 
has gained extensive experience with merger & 
acquisition transactions, implementing capital markets 
strategies including the initial IPO and secondary 
offerings, and executing the capital plan and operating 
strategy. 
Prior to Cadence, Paul was Vice President at The Endicott 
Group, responsible for the implementation of the financial 
institutions-focused investment strategy. Paul has held 
various roles in investment banking and sell-side 
research, coving commercial banks and savings 
institutions at FBR Capital Markets and Howe Barnes 
Hoefer and Arnett. 
Paul graduated the University of Illinois with a Bachelor 
of Science in Finance.  

 Vol. / Iss. 

https://varsitytheatre.com/
https://linkedin.com/company/graduate-school-of-banking-at-lsu/
https://twitter.com/GSBLSU_banking
https://facebook.com/gsbatlsu


Enrollment 
With 523 total enrolled students for the 2022 session, the 
Graduate School of Banking at LSU continues to remain 
one of the largest schools of its kind in the US. This year, 
our students hail from 19 states, Washington, DC, and 
Mexico.  

With 81 total students enrolled, Louisiana leads all others, 
followed by Mississippi at 70, and Tennessee with 66.  

Class of…  2022 2023 2024 Total  

Alabama       4    14    11    29 
Arkansas       9      5      4    18 
District of Columbia      0      0      1      1 
Florida      14      9    11    34 
Georgia      13    17    21    51 
Indiana        0      1      0      1 
Kentucky       3      7      4    14 
Louisiana     28    28    25    81 
Mexico      39    15      5    59 
Minnesota       1      0      0      1 
Mississippi     26    17    27    70 
Missouri       2      4      2      8 
Nebraska       0      1      0      1 
New York       0      1      0      1 
North Carolina       5      6      8    19 
Oklahoma       2      2      2      6 
South Carolina     11      8      9    28 
Tennessee     26    21    19    66 
Texas        1      1      6      8 
Virginia       6    11      6    23 
West Virginia       2      0      2      4 

Totals    192  168  163  523 

South of the Border 
GSBLSU has a long & mutually beneficial relationship 
with Mexican banks. In 2000, Banorte, the largest 
independent bank in Mexico, sent six students to the 
school on a trial basis and these students’ education & 
experiences provided enhancements to their careers, 
which opened the path for many of their colleagues to 
follow. The students from Banorte (34 – total enrolled) 
are joined by students from Banco del Bajio (15), Banco 
Base (3), Actinver (3), Banca Afirme (3), Uniteller (1), 
and Afirme Grupo Financiero (1). To date, 228 Mexican 
bankers have graduated the school and on Friday, that 
number will increase. 
You may have noted that number of “40” in the c/o 2022 
column above. Normally, banks from Mexico send 
between 15 and 25 students to GSBLSU each year. The 
reason that there are so many in this year’s SR class is 
because of the C-19 pandemic. About half of our 40 SR 
Mexican friends actually started as FR students in 2018! 
They were JRs in 2019 but had to pump the brakes in 2020 
(along with everyone else) due to the suspension of that 

year’s session. In 2021 our US SRs were able to travel to 
Baton Rouge the second week of the session for BMSim 
and graduation, but our Mexican students were unable to 
attend due to international travel restrictions. In a nutshell, 
they’ve had to turn a three-year educational journey into 
a five-year trek! So, if they look tired, they probably are.  

Note: The number of FR Mexican students is much lower 
this year due to budgetary issues stemming from the 
pandemic. We look forward to that number going back to 
normal levels for the 2023 session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Eaux, What a Night! 
Like I said on Tuesday, whether you love it or hate it, Tiger Stadium is a pretty cool place to 
host a reception. And we sure hope you enjoyed it as much as we did! 
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